Northwest Area Group, Kern Road Mennonite Church
January 18, 2008
Response to partner group reading report

What did we notice about the other group’s report?

--the significance of the two types of men on the other side of the cross, similar to the situation today
--the persistence that Jesus had in keeping the faith and not giving in the mockery and the pain of the experience and enduring
the cross, the other group did this in comparing this to a family who tries to live in their faith and yet their children are
wayward and are a mockery of that and their conclusion was that he kept the faith and because of that he endured the cross
and was our salvation
--the personal references were interesting, did our group have so many personal reflections? The other group had not just the
family but the person who had the sick father and the fact that the women were intercessors and daily praying for people they
know and how that entered into their reflections
--struck by the role of suffering and the redemptive quality of suffering, these women pray for those who suffer, and maybe
they’ve learned through their prayer experience to see that redemptive suffering
--we constantly hear how we need to forgive our enemies
--they talk about the length of forgiveness, we expect forgiveness right now but they refer to being patient
--lots of theologizing, about fulfilling Isaiah prophecy and how they see this as the conquering of Satan, a character who
doesn’t appear in this text (Is. 53:12 prophecy fulfillment, the transgressors of Isaiah being the evildoers)
--they say that Jesus forgave them, but he didn’t really forgive them, he’s asking his father to forgive them, the pain Jesus was
going through made it difficult to forgive, he’s asking his father to forgive because he sees a bigger purpose in this
--that goes to show the humanity of Jesus, he had to get through the pain, he could have just jumped off of the cross, but he
had to concentrate and think about what his words are, he had to pass the buck to God because it was just too much, he was
suffering as a human, not as the Christ
--that shows that there are times we need others to pray for us
--what was it that kept Jesus there? Literally: the nails ? but he had a job to do, his love for humanity and for God was behind
all of that, the decision was made in the garden and then everything comes out of that,
--we don’t know that Jesus literally thought he was going to be crucified , but he was really smart and he knew what kind of
threat that he was and that was the punishment of those days
--he probably had a good idea of what was coming
--is vinegar really a thirst-quenching drink?
--that group saw the “save yourself” as a taunt, there’s a lot of ignorance about what’s actually happening
--their group seemed very similar to our conversation, looking at individual characters, how the evildoers responded and then
there was also broader questions about what all of this means, our group also did both of that, we also went beyond the
specifics of the texts and there we had a range of perspectives, their group seemed similar to us
--big contrast is the time flexibility, their group meets a lot! Are they stay at home mothers? Retired? They define themselves as
a group of intercessors, to pray that long week after weck is impressive, that’s the invitation, we don’t have 5 days a weck to
meet like that, but we can also keep in prayer during the day to yourself and to pray for those around you, think of the bond
that that builds up
--there’s a sense that they see themselves as involved in something bigger than themselves and their interpretation of the text
comes through that way, they call themselves intercessors, for them, that’s the bigger picture
--invitation to repent in what they shared
--invitation to forgive and to keep forgiving
--invitation to study scripture, impressed with the citations of many other passages, they know this stuff!
--clear sense that others accepting Christ is very important to them and something that they make a daily commitment to
praying for, also that life can be burdensome, but to allow God to relieve you of some of that burden
--repentance is very important to them (in conversation about one thief), they are connecting scripture very much with their
own stories
--a lesson to no give up on people
--is that an invitation that’s implicit for us? How do we make scripture part of our story?
--we’d like to know more about them, learn the stories behind them, we’re getting their words and there’s a sense that there are
stories behind them

We closed with a song,




